Reduced GABA transaminase activity in the Huntington's disease putamen.
GABA transaminase activity is reduced in autopsied putamen samples from patients dying with Huntington's disease. Its activity is also reduced in the striatum of rats previously lesioned with kainic acid. In both cases, the reduction in GABA transaminase activity is comparable with the reduction in glutamate decarboxylase activity, supporting the suspected localization of this enzyme to GABA neurones within the basal ganglia.